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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE: “BE THE CHURCH” 
 
 
I have always been intrigued by the fact that different religious groups expect 
their members to engage in corporate worship different numbers of times per 
week.  For example, many Catholic Churches encourage going to multiple 
worship services every week.  Muslims are called to prayer 5 times a day.   
Meanwhile, most of us in the United Church of Canada have been raised to 
think that once a week doing pretty well. 
 
Here's a Bible question for you: how many times a week should we go to 
church?  That certainly seems like the kind of question that the Bible should 
answer.  When early Christians were creating the early Christian church, it is 
easy to imagine that they cared about attendance. 
 
So, what's the answer?  How often - according to the Bible - should we go to 
church? 
 
Well, of course, the answer is not in the Bible.  It could actually never be in the 
Bible because the whole question “how often should we go to church” would 
not have even made sense to the early Christian community. 
 
Because in the early Christian community, the word “Church” never referred 
to a building.  “Church” was not a place you could chose to go to, because 
“Church” was not a place at all.  The word “Church” always referred to a group 
of people - people who were followers of Jesus.  In the early Christian 
community you could not “go to” church.  But you could choose to “be” the 
church. 
 
As we enter into the summer, some of us will be away for a bit.  Please know 
that’s ok.  Don’t think of it as not coming to church.  Think of it as taking our 
church into the wider world.  If you won’t be around during the summer, I wish 
you well and look forward to seeing you in September.  Or perhaps I should 
say, “being” with you in September! 
 
Have a blessed summer. 
 
Rev. Paul 
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CO ORDINATING COUNCIL UPDATES 
 

Sing to the lord a new song 

 
The choir provided hot cross bun refreshments again on Good Friday following the service as has been our custom for many 
years. Special thanks to Jim Hladin for manning the vacuum cleaner! 
This summer, the choir will continue to provide musical leadership for our worship services. Elaine will have some holiday 
time over the summer, and she's made arrangements for guest organists to join us. We'll be singing quite a few of old familiar 
tunes as well as a few other songs to enhance the service.  
A special service of music is being arranged later this summer, so watch the bulletin for more details. 
Our small group could really use a few more voices, and we would encourage you to think about joining us over the summer 
or in the fall. We rehearse before Sunday services in the summer and in September, will begin regular Thursday evening 
practices to prepare for upcoming services. 
Looking ahead at the Christmas season, we will again be picking a number special anthems to share with the congregation. 
We will "sing to the Lord a new song", and sometimes an old one too! 
 
Liz Gosse Davidson 

 

 

 

Pastoral care Springtime tea & Communion 

 
 

On Wednesday May 24th the Pastoral Care Committee held its 2nd 
annual Springtime Tea and Communion, and was attended by 22 people. 

We all enjoyed tea, fruit 
and lots of other goodies 

and lots of chatting and 
laughing. This was 
followed by a very 

meaningful Communion 
service led by Rev Paul. 

We are looking forward to 
having this again next 
spring. Please plan to 

attend. You will be happy 
if you do.  

 
 
 

Sheila Avery, Chair, Pastoral Care  
Committee 
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Outreach Activities  
The Walk-a-thon supporting the South India Project was held 
on Saturday, June 3.  Members of the Congregation walked 
the West Humber River Pathway to raise funds.  It is an easy 
walk which passes quickly with good company and lovely 
scenery. 
 
Outreach is a very large part of MGUC’s mandate.  Our motto is 
“Where Worship Leads to Service”. The Outreach Committee is 
looking for new members with new ideas who are willing to 
volunteer at least 2 hours each month (not summer).  We have 
lost several valuable members recently and have been unable to 
expand on these programs.  Please see Merle Fedirchuk, Judy Binns 
or contact the church office should you wish to join us. 
 
The Committee takes this opportunity to thank everyone who has generously given their time and/or donation to the 
following: 

• Youth Without Shelter dinner organized by Merle, ably assisted by Stella George; 

• The Mitten Tree, and 

• The Jamestown Food Bank. 
Monetary donations are preferred for the Food Bank but if food is donated we need a volunteer to deliver these items to 
Mrs. Black.  If you are able, please contact Judy Binns or the church office. 
 
Judy Binns

 

Welcome, Romita 
 
Fortune has graced MGUC with a serendipitous destiny.  Romita Walter was looking for a 
local church to worship on Sundays.  She was born & raised in a Methodist church in her 
native India and couldn’t find one nearby.  She decided to try MGUC. 
Were we ever fortunate!  After talking to members of our congregation, she discovered 
that we were in need of a part-time secretary to temporarily replace Carol Burke who 
decided to go on a leave of absence to take care of her husband. 
 
After initially coming to Canada in 2011, she got a diploma in Office Administration.  She 
had been working as a dental receptionist for about a year, but had to leave Canada 
because her student visa and work visa had run out.  Before she left Canada she applied 
for her permanent residency.  She arrived in Canada just 10 days before the fateful 
encounter at MGUC after receiving news that she was accepted for Canadian residency. 
 
MGUC had made a great effort with volunteers for a few weeks in March with phone 
calls, compiling weekly bulletins & looking after other secretarial duties before Romita 
was hired in April.  Romita has a degree in Dentistry from India and plans to pursue her 
qualifications in Canada in the future.  In the meantime, she has found a home at MGUC and we are very grateful! 
Juli Roslin 
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UCW – 55 years old  
 
 
2017 marks the 55th anniversary  
of the beginning of the United Church Women.  
 This organization began in 1962.  
 On May 17 we celebrated this 
anniversary at our regular 
May meeting.  Several 
charter members 
were in attendance.  
We will celebrate 
again on June 25th 
when we will have 
a UCW Sunday 
morning Service.  
Happy 55th 
Anniversary UCW! 
 
Joan Carr 

 

 

 

 

 

South West Presbytery – Church Expo  
 

On Saturday May 13th, several churches from South West Presbytery “SHONE”.  From 4 to 5 pm some churches displayed 
brochures & information about their specific churches and their further plans.  All displays were inside a huge tent so the 
weather did not affect anything.  From 5 to 6 pm we went inside the Ghana Calvary United Church and listened to our 
Moderator, Jordan Cantrell.  There was time for questions.  At 6 pm, that all important event took place – supper.  After 
supper, we were entertained by groups from various churches.  These included a singing group, dance ensembles and a 
Korean drum group and choir.  They all “SHONE”.  Congratulations to all the participants and all those who planned the 
event (good work, Rev Paul). 
Joan Carr 

Happy Sesquicentennial, Canada!  
 
On July the 1st, everyone in Canada will be celebrating our 150th Birthday.  
Wow, it seems only yesterday we were travelling to Montreal for Canada’s 
100th Birthday at Expo ’67.  You youngsters who weren’t born or who were 
too young to remember, that was a party!  So, we are looking forward to 
celebrating all year.  In honour of our Birthday the people of Holland 
developed a red & white tulip bulb which was available last fall.  Those of us 
who managed to get some are being rewarded with a magnificent display 
right now.  Have a great summer and enjoy the festivities wherever you are.  
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Toronto Conference Annual Meeting 
 

The annual meeting of the Toronto Conference of the United Church  
took place in Midland on May 26th and 27th.  Toronto Conference is now an 
affirming Conference.  The Conference’s vision statement reads: 
 
“Striving to be faithful followers of Jesus in our time and place, Toronto 
Conference will continue to remove barriers to participation in the life and  
work of the Conference and society, committing itself to be open to the Spirit.  
Resisting all forms of oppression, we welcome and celebrate people of any  
sexual orientation and gender identity and those who are marginalized.” 
 
I sang in the choir at the Celebration of Ministries Service on Saturday evening.  
The music was terrific, not only at the Service, but throughout the conference.  
The music and the discussion were the main highlights of  
the conference.  Did I mention the food was good too? 
Joan Car

 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

 

 

 

New Web Site and Email Addresses 
We recently took the chance to move our web site to a new host.  Not only did 
we save $$, but we now have a more “fresh”, inviting web presence.  The new 
site is at: 

• mguc.ca 

• but you can still get there with the old address: martingroveuc.ca 
Along with the fresh web site, we now also have more professional email 
addresses, 

• admin@mguc.ca: Romita Walter, our administrative assistant 

• music@mguc.ca: Elaine Weimer, our music director and organist 

• chair@mguc.ca: Cerene Johnson, our chair of church council 

• paul@mguc.ca: Rev. Paul, our minister 
And never fear, the old email addresses will keep working too. 
 

 

Wishing-well BBQ 
The Wishing Well BBQ is a highlight for Martin Grove United and we are all 

looking forward to this year as well. The BBQ is Wednesday June 14th at 5.30 
p.m. rain or shine. Remember this is a great time to come 

and enjoy the fun and fellowship with each other. Watch for further information 
on our planned fall yard sale. Best wishes for a great summer. 

 George Avery, Chair Stewardship & Finance 

 

 

 
 
 

Guitar group  
 
Our little group is learning many 
different chords to accompany 
familiar songs.  So much so that 
we have planned to accompany a 
Praise song in the Sunday Service 
on June 18th.  We will be 
continuing to have lessons until 
the end of June and after that, we 
will decide whether to continue 
during the summer.  If any one 
new wishes to join us, it’s not too 
late.  We do have guitars that you 
could borrow. 
 
 Juli Roslin  

 

  

FINANCIAL UPDATE TO APRIL 
30, 2017  

YEAR TO DATE 

Revenue $50,549.00 

Expenses $60,487.00 

Deficit $9,938.00 

M & S incl UCW $3,341.00 

Objective $12,700.00 
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Projection in the Sanctuary 
 
Well, we finally have working projection in our sanctuary (after how many 
years?).  Thanks to the many people who helped with the initial planning: 
George Avery, Shirley Irvine, Norm Hounsell, Juli Roslin, and Rev. Paul.  
Thanks to the DIY team who actually constructed our own screen and 
mounted it: Rob Bartlett, Harry Coupland, Mike Brown, and Rev. Paul.  
Thanks to the team who are working on creating the content to project: 
Romita Walter, Rob Bartlett, and Rev. Paul. 
 
Now if you feel like you’ve missed something and want to get involved, it’s 
not too late.  We still need interested people for 2 important and fun jobs: 
 

• Are you creative?  Use your gifts to find images/video clips, etc 
to enhance the worship theme each week. 

• Are you a controlling person?  Use your gifts to run the projector 
during worship services. 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Summer Schedule
 
Our summer worship schedule is all planned.  We will 
have some wonderful services over the summer.  Come 
when you can! 
 

Date Worship Leadership 

June 
18 

Youth will lead service – with communion 

June 
25 

Our UCW will lead the service 

July 2 Brett Boyko – Emmanuel College Student 

July 9 Rev. Paul 

July 16 Brett Boyko – Emmanuel College Student 

July 23 Rev. Paul 

July 30 Rev. Paul 

Aug 6 Rev. Paul 

Aug 13 Glen Greenwood – Emmanuel College 
Student 

Aug 20 Trevor Smith – from the Scott Mission 

Aug 27 Glen Greenwood – Emmanuel College 
Student 

Sept 3 Elaine Weimer will lead a hymn sing service 

 

 

REV. PAUL’S SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Rev. Paul will be away for some well-deserved rest and 
restoration.  Here’s his schedule: 
 

Dates Activity 

June 25 – July 7 Continuing Education 

Aug 7 – Sept 3 Holidays 

 
Instructions for getting emergency pastoral care will be on 
the church answering machine and in the Life & Work. 
 

 

Healing Circles for Grieving 
 
What is a healing circle? 
A healing circle is a facilitated support group.  It is safe space for people to share from their hearts in a non-judgmental and 
caring environment.  Accepting and expressing your deepest feelings are important steps in the journey towards healing 
and wholeness.  A healing circle is a safe place to do just that.    (contd. on page 7) 
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Why healing circles for grief? 
 
Loss is a part of life.  And with loss, we feel broken, and torn apart.  When we share our own stories of our loss with other 
people, it can help us move towards wholeness and healing. 
With loss, wholeness and healing do not mean forgetting or “closure”.  Wholeness and healing mean deep acceptance of 
life and love. 
 
Who should come? 
Everyone suffers loss in life.  If you struggle with loss and grief, these 
healing circles are for you.  The healing circles are open to all. 
Dates: Tuesdays, July 11, 18, 25, and Aug 1  
Times:  1 pm and 7 pm on each date. 
Location: Well-Come Room at Martin Grove United Church. 
For more information 
Contact Rev. Paul (647-700-7129) or visit our web site at mguc.ca. 
 
 

  ARTICLES 

 
 
IS THERE ANY HOPE FOR CHURCHES TODAY?  
I SAY YES THERE IS. 
 
How do we replace those who used to attend church 
for cultural reasons?  
Cultural Christianity is indeed declining rapidly. People no 
longer feel they have to attend church just to be accepted 
in the community. The easier growth is gone. That means 
we have to reach out into the community to those who are 
clearly not believers. A first step might be for everyone to 
make a commitment to invite one person to church on one 
particular day (A day such as our wishing well BBQ, or our 
Yard Sale, just to mention a few). We could call this 
approach “Invite One”. People are usually amazed how 
many people will attend if we simply invite them. Such a 
day, if done well, can be a spark for new and innovative 
outreach into our community. 
How do we respond more quickly to the changes all 
around us?  
Let go of our personal preferences. Talk to leaders and 
members of other churches that have embraced change 
without compromising doctrine. Be willing to let go of our 
agenda and see what God will do. 
 
Carl Pinnock, Vice-Chair, Coordinating Council

 
ROMITA’S SONG 

 
When I was alone, when I was afraid, 

You gave new hope, a promise you made. 
You stood with me, you walked me through. 

Whenever I’m afraid Lord, I will trust in you. 
 (Psalm 56:3) 

 
When I was down with pain and sickness, 

“My strength is made perfect in weakness” – 
I remember you saying, and you weren’t wrong. 

For when I am weak Lord, then I am strong. 
 (2 Corinthians 12:10) 

 
By sights of the future when I was entranced, 

Worry got the best of me. To life’s tunes I danced! 
Thank you for coming Lord, and bursting that bubble. 

For sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
 (Matthew 6:34) 

 
When death and disaster consumed me whole, 

Darkness engulfed my heart, mind and soul, 
Your words cut through, sharp as a knife: 

“I am the resurrection, I am the life”.  
 (John 11:25) 

Romita Walter, 2017 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

JUNE 

Mon Jun 5 12:00n Men’s Lunch at Wally’s 

Wed Jun 7 6:00pm MGUCW Dinner Out 

Sat Jun 10 11:00am Prayer Group 

Wed Jun 14 5:30pm Wishing Well BBQ 

Sun Jun 18 FATHER’S DAY 

Sat Jun 24 11:00am Prayer Group 

Wed Jun 28 7:00pm Co-ordinating Council Meeting 

JULY 

Sat Jul 1 CANADA DAY 

Sun Jul 2 Food Bank Sunday 

Sat Jul 8 11:00am Prayer Group 

Tue Jul 11 1 and 7 pm Healing Circles for Grieving 

Tue Jul 18 1 and 7 pm Healing Circles for Grieving 

Sat Jul 22 11:00am Prayer Group 

Tue Jul 25 1 and 7 pm Healing Circles for Grieving 

AUGUST 

Tue Aug 1 1 and 7 pm Healing Circles for Grieving 

Sun Aug 6 Food Bank Sunday 

Mon Aug 7 CIVIC HOLIDAY 
Noon- Men’s Lunch at Wally’s 

Sat Aug 12 11:00am Prayer Group 

Sat Aug 26 11:00am Prayer Group 

SEPTEMBER 

Sun Sept 3 Food Bank Sunday 

Mon Sept 4 LABOUR DAY 
Noon- Men’s Lunch at Wally’s 

Sat Sept 9 11:00am Prayer Group 

Wed Sept 20 MGUCW 

Sat Sept 23 11:00am Prayer Group 

Sat Sept 27 7:00pm Co ordinating Council Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Loving Memory 
Robert Richard Adair Feb 27, 2017 
Annie Olive Springett Apr 7, 2017 

 

Weddings 
Scott Ramsawak and Kerry Gauer May 5, 2017 

 

Baptisms 
David Adewale Ashley  Mar 27, 2016 
Laila Morayo Ashley  Mar 27, 2016 
Maya Olutoyin Ashley  Mar 27, 2016 
David Dwayne Ashley  Mar 27, 2016 
Tariyah Anderson-Benjamin Apr 16, 2017 
Evelyn Rose Jagiello  May 7, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that these schedules may be subject to 

change, and for that reason we encourage you to 

regularly check your weekly “Life and Work", or our 

“Online Calendar” for the most current info possible. 
 

 

Content Editor, Juli Roslin ~ Design & Format, Romita Walter 
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